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Part of My Preparatory Lecture Notes for
“Intercultural Communication”
—Section I-2: The Poet Matsuo Basho’s hokku
“Furuike ya kawazu tobikomu mizu no oto”—

Kihachiro OKUDA

This is a sequel to Section I-1 on part of my preparatory lecture
notes for “Intercultural Communication.” In Section I-2, | again deal
with comprehensive data on the hokku of poet Matsuo Basho
00 1644-94[] “Furuike ya kawazu tobikomu mizu no oto.”

The poet Basho is one of the most representative figures of
Japanese culture, along with Saigyo in traditional poetry, Sogi in
linked verse, Sesshu in painting, and Rikyu in the tea ceremony.

It was Basho who succeeded in raising haiku from mere verse
called haikai to the level of real poetry expressing a meaningful reac-
tion to reality beyond simple wit and humor.

Basho was born in Iga Provinced Mie Prefecturel As a youth he
was the companion of the son of his feudal lord in Kyoto. Here
Basho learned the tea ceremony and studied haikai with Kitamura
Kigirnd 1623-17050 After the death of his young friend and patron,
Basho moved to Eddd present-day Tokyol] where he built his
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“banana-treed bashoOhermitage” and worked seriously at writing
haiku or hokku.
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